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INTRODUCTION

“ ABHILASHITARTHACHINTAMANI" or ‘‘Boon-stone
of all Desirable Knowledge ” is, as a title of the work
under notice, so wide as to comprehend within it all
branches of knowledge known at the time of the author.
But a cursory glance over the conients of the work will
reveal that the subjects treated of in the book are very
few and that a number of subjects, nu less desirable
than those dealt with here, were left out of notice. The
book consists of five Prakaranas of twenty chapters
each. In the first Prakarana are explained general
and religious ethics, social service, manufacture of idols,
and diseases and their remedies. Inthe second, polity
is treated of in detail under the seven heads, such as
the king, bis minister, his ally, his treasury, the king-
dom, forts and the army together with law, both
private and interstatal, under such aspects as peace,
war, invasion, neutrality, alliance, and war with one
and peace with another, not omitting the four well-
known stratagems, such. as reconciliation, bribery,
dissension, and war. The third Prakarana is devoted
to the description of architecture, picture-drawing and
painting with minutest delails, iconography and
pleasures of domestic life. In the fourth and the fifth,
various forms of amusements and recreations are
described. Incidentally brief reference is also made
to arithmetic, the decimal notation, preparation of
calendars, astrology, omens, augury, palmistry, train-
ing of horses and elephants together with the treatment
of their diseases, mining, alchemy, gems and precious
stones, marriage and child-rearing, cookery, liquor,
beverages, music, conveyance, and scents.
iii
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It is evident therefore that little or nothing is said
of Vedic Gods and sacrifices or of sacrificial allars.
Noris any reference made to the morning midday
and evening libations into the household-fire or to
periodical full and new moon sacrifices. Not even a
word is said of the Vedanta and other philosophies.
This goes to prove that during the eleventh century when
Somadeva I1I of the Chalukya dynasty, to whom the
work is ascribed, lived, the ancient fire-cult was aimost
obsolete and was regarded as undesirable, there being
only a few adherents to it. This is expressly stated
in the work itself in verse 68 of the first chapter of the
first Prakarana. The reading of the verse in all the
manuscripts collated in the Library is incorrect, and
its correct reading is, however, found in the Sachchari-
traparitrana by Viraraghavacharya, a famous Sri
‘Vaishnava religious writer of the eighteenth century.
In the latter the verse is quoted from Chandrika, a
smriti work based upon the authority of Narada and
Sandilya. Lven here the reading of the first quarter
of the second half of the verse is against metre and
in the case of the fourth quarter the two manuscripts
furnish two different readings indicative of a great
change in religious conception. The verse, as read
in the two manuscripts, runs as follows:—

AN TR AT |

AT TR FSAmEEEETEg: |
Abhi. 1. 68.
ST GRS A-AETERAAITT |
TRUER I AR a9 /T
Sach. P. 6.

The correct reading may be as follows:—
A GRATY AL AT, |
AT A7 TS A aReRg: |



\4

Or
AT A oA AT awEAr /g:

Translated into English the verse means—
“A Vedic sacrifice without provision for feeding will
result in the destruction of the country; that without the
recitation of the Vedic hymns will cause the death of
the priest; that without gifts of money will be to the
death of the sacrificer and of the head priest; (or thus
there is no enemy equal to sacrifice).”

Thus with a view to avoid the risk involved in the
performance of sacrifices without money, the author
of the Sachcharitraparitrana substitutes Vishnu wor-
ship for fire worship and quotes a verse from Bhara-
dvaja in support of it.

Notwithstanding the implanted belief in the
efficacy of the hoary Vedic sacrifices, this distaste for
the costly Vedic sacrifices which had their flourishing
days when the Aryans were ever fighting for land
and plunder is evidently due to lack of money and
want of support from kings and wealthy people. At
the time when the Aryans left their settlements in the
north and immigrated to the south, driven thither by
-adverse political, economical, and religious changes in
the north, they must have found the country occupied
by Dravidians whose religious, social and political
culture was quite different from their own. They
must have found durable temples built of rough or
carved stones instead of temporary sacrificial halls
with thatched rcof and altars of various forms and of
definite measurements. In the temples they must have
found instead of three or seven fires on different altars,
Lingas or images made in human form on stone-pedes-
tals. As Linga worship is expressly condemned in
Rig. VIT 21, 5and X 99, 3, it may be taken for
granted that the worship of Siva in the form of a
Linga is non-Aryan and necessarily Dravidian in its
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origin. The identification of Vedic Rudra with Siva
is a later conception formed somewhere about the first
few centuries of A.D.

As to the formation of images of Siva or Vishnu
in human form, there is evidence to show that they had
no existence before the time of Yaska. For Yaska
raises the question in his Nirukta (VIL 2, 2) whether
or not gods have human form and states three different
views held on the subject. Those who hold that gods
have human form support their view by quoting Rig-
vedic verses in which, for example, Indra is praised like
a man having big arms “ (Rig. IV. 7,31,3)” or
riding with two horses ““ (II ¢, 21, 4)” or is called
upon to eat and drink or to hear © (VIII 6, 21, 2;
11,20,3)”

Those who attribute no human form to gods
substantiate their view by pointing to praises of such
inanimate ihings as the sun, the moon, and the earth
in terms of human beings. They add that even such
inanimate things as dice and herbs are spoken of as
having human limbs and that even stones used in
pressing Soma are spoken of as “talking and crying
Joud and eating” (VIIL. 4, 29, 2). A third school
attributes to gods both human and other than human
forms.

This controversy leads to the conclusion that there
were no images of gods in human form at the time of
Yaska. For had there been images of gods set up
in human form at that date, there would have been no
occasion for Yaska to raise such questions. It follows
therefore that idolatry is of Dravidian origin and that
it was adopted by the Aryans long after the time of
Yaska and probably during the period of the Mauryas
to whom Patanjali atiributes the manufacture of idols
for sale (V. 3, 99),

What is still more striking as an evidence of the
adoption of the Dravidian form of Vishnu-cult by the
Aryans is the stigmatization of the body. As stigma-
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tization or bearing the marks of Vishnu’s weapons on
the body is inseparably connected with iconography
and iconolatry treated of in this work, a word or two
on the question will not be out of place here. Accord-
ing to the Encyclopedia Britannica * Stigmatization
literally means the infliction of stigma, i.e., marks
tattooed -or branded on the person, the term used with
specific reference to the infliction of wounds like those
of Christ, an ancient and widespread method os
showing tribal connection or relation to tribal deities
by marks set upon the person; thus Herodotus, in
describing a temple of Hercules in Egypt (II, 113)
says that it is not lawful to capture runaway slaves
who take refuse therein if they receive certain marks
on their bodies devoting them to the deity. Some such
idea is perhaps alluded to by Paul (Gal. VI, 17) in
the words ¢ from henceforth let no man trouble me,
for I bear branded on my body the stigma of Jesus’;
and some few authors have even understood the passage
as referring to stigmatization in the modern sense.
Branding as indicating servitude is mentioned in many
of the classics.”

Widespread as has been the custom of stigmatiza-
tion and of wearing the marks of the deity’s weapons
and feet in ashes or white and red earth on the fore-
head, arms, and breast, there is reason to believe that
the Vedic people observed no such custom. This is
corroborated by the controversy still raging between
the Saivite and Vaishnavite Brahmans on the question
of stigmatization. The former state, rightly enough,
that nowhere in the Vedic works is there any mention
of stigmatization or of wearing marks in white and
red earth on the limbs of the body. The Rigvedic
hymn (IX, 4, 83, 1) which is quoted in support of
the custom is not susceptible of the meaning given to
it by the upholders of the custom. It is a Somapava-
maniya hymn and the word ‘Pavitra’ in the hymn
does not at all mean Vishnu’s disc, as stated by the
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Vaishnavites. Nor does the word ateptatanu refer to
branding of the body. The application. of the Vedic
Mantras to idolworship and other religious customs.
connected with idolatry is quite inappropriate. It is
usual to recite the Taittiriya Aranyaka verse “ Gandha-
dvaram 7 (X 1, 10) while offering sandal paste to
idols. But the verse does not at all convey that meaning.
The same is the case with the Mantra “ Yo apam
pushpaw ” (I, 22, 1) which is recited when flowers
are offered to idols. The interpretation of this and
other Vedic verses to mean branding of the body is
not supported in any of the Brahmanic or Srauta
literature. Nor has the wearing of a Linga suspended
from the neck any -support in the Vedic literature.
That the infliction of marks on the body with a view
to show one’s relation to one’s deity is not Vedic, is
clear from what Bodhayana says regarding the charac-
teristics of men fit for officiating as priests in sacri-
fices. .Among other characteristics atriking is one
mentioned by him (I, 2, 3). This word is taken by
Bhavaswamin and other commentators to mean. those
who bear none of the three kinds of marks on their
bodies, the three sorts being according to other com-
mentators (1) those due to voluntary branding, (2)
those due to voluntary cutting,* and (3) those due to
voluntary beating. Vaishnavites are said to have on
their bodies branded marks of a conch shell, disc,
and cudgel, those being regarded as the weapoas of
Vishuu. The Saivites are said to cut their necks
skin deep by a trident, the weapon of Siva, and thus
retain the marks of the wound. Likewise the devotees
of Bhairava and Chandi are said to have bloodless
wounds on their bodies by being beaten with a trident
or cudgel.

It is net a rare sight to see the lowest strata of the
Hindus in India resorting to various forms of self-tor-

© * See Pundranirnayachandrika, page 72.
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ture with intense religious fervour, even to-day. Now
the question is whether the custom of bearing religious.
marks on the body descended from the Aryans to the
Dravidians or whether the Aryans adopted it from the
Dravidians. Truthseem- iolie in the latter alternative.
For as already shown stigmatization is not a Vedic
custom. It is clearly stated in the Sachcharitrapari~
trana that according to Bharadvaja one should worship-
Vishnu alone after observing the five Samskaras and
give up fireworship and that a true Vaishnavite need
observe mneither the five daily sacrifices nor the sixteen
Vedic Samskaras. The five Vaishnavite Samskaras
are said to be (1) service under a teacher, {2) sipping
the water with which the teacher’s feet are washed, (3)
stigmatization, (4) wearing marks on the forehead,
arms, and breasi in white and red earth, and (5 )repeat-
ing the name of Vishnu as taught. As the customs.
which are said to be abandoned in preference to the:
above five customs are bona-fide Vedic customs,.
there can be no doubt that the five Samskaras are-
Dravidian in origin and adopted by the Brahmans
and other Aryans after their immigration into the-
south. Although it is not expressly stated when and.
why the Aryan cusioms were almost replaced by
Dravidian customs yet there is evidence to infer the-
epoch and the cause of the change. The epoch can--
not be far anterior to the time of the final redaction
of the Saivite and Vaishnavite Puranic works. It is.
at this time that the Aryans had given up their Vedic
animal sacrifices. For the Puranas and the Smritis
which have prohibited the performance of horse, cow,
and other animal sacrifices during the Kali age cannot
be dated earlier than the first few centuries of the
Christian Era.

The cessation of the Vedic animal sacrifices.
partly owing to the spread of the Vedantic thought of
the Upanishads and partly to the Sanctity of animal
life preached both by the Jainas and the Buddhists at.



large is synchronistic with the elevation of the Vedic
Rudra (Dravidian Siva) and of the Vedic Vishnu
(Dravidian Hari) to the highest place among -the
Vedic pantheon. It appears that long before the
Vedic Aryans immigrated to the south, the Dravi-
dians were divided into two hostile religious cults,
the Saivite and the Vaishnavite. Like the Aryans
both these cults had to fight for self-preservation
against the spread of both Jainism and Bhuddhism.
The Vedic Aryans, especially the Brabmans, appear to
have espoused the cause of either the Saivite or Vai-
shnavite saints to wreak vengeance upon their enemies
the Buddhists and the Jainas. This is corroborated
by the following Sanskrit Verse attributed to Udayana,
a celebrated Brahman logician (1lth ceatury A.D.):
“OLord, Thou art haughty owing to the
Universal lordship given to thee, for thou treatest me
with contempt. But when thou art assailed by the
Buddhist, thy very existence is at my disposal.” That
both Saivism and Vaishnavism were far developed
long before the Brahmans espoused their cause is
clearly borne out by the hymns composed by Dravidian
Saivite and Vaishnavite saints in old Tamil. Some
of the Pallava and Chola kings are counied among
the early saints of these two religions. Simhavarma
of the Pallava dynasty (A.D. 550) one of the Saiva
saints called Panchapadasimha, is given the title of
Aryagrihya, worthy of being associated with as an
Arya, though he was a non-Aryan by birth. Almost
all the early Vaishnavite saints were undoubtedly of
Dravidian origin. Brahman names are found only
among the later saints. It may be presumed that with
the adoption of the two theistic Dravidian cuits by, the
Brahmans, a new turn was given for their further
«development. New appellations were given to the
deities. The few Vedic myths were applied to them and
enlarged. Forms of images as describedin the second
Prakarana of the work varied with myths. Under the
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peaceful tules of the Chalukyas and the Hoysalas in the
Karnatic country, and of the Pallavas and Cholas in the
Tamil country, huge temples with or without architec-
tural beauty were built to house the deities. It is pro-
bable that unable to eradicate the idolatric tendency of
the Dravidians, both the Jainas and the Buddhists
also set up the images of their Tirthankaras or of the
Buddha in similar temples so far back as the first
and second centuries of the Christian Era.

It may therefore be presumed that being substanti-
ally of Dravidian origin, architecture and iconography
treated of in the third Prakarana of the work received
fresh impetus necessary for their growth and owing to
the Sanskrit terminology with which they are described,
they look like Brahmanic. Making soine allowance for
what evidently appears as having been borrowed from
Brahmanic sources, the rest of the subjects treated of
in the other Prakaranas may also be regarded as Dra-
vidian. In the first Prakarana, for example, the treat-
ment of diseases is briefly expounded and ia this
connection it may be asserted on the authority Apas-
tamba (IT 29, 11-12) that many of the curative process-
es enumerated here together with witchcraft are of Sudra
or Dravidian origin. The second Prakarana may be
said to be more or less a copy of the Kautiliya Artha-
sastra mixed with Dravidian augury. In the third
chapter of the first Prakarana also omens ascertainable
from birds are extensively described. Though this sub-
ject is treated of in astrological terminology, there is no
evidence to say that it is Brahmanic or Arvan in origin.
‘The prognostication made at the doors of Louses early
in the morning by Sudra mendicants with a small rattle
drum in their hands, ascribing the prediction to Pin-
gala birds consulted before dawn cannot be believed to
have been an Aryan custom handed down to the Dravi-
dian mendicants called Budubudikeyava in Kannada,
and Guduguduippaikakkaran in Tamil. Itis more than
likely that this crude superstition is recast in astrolo-
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gical garb in this work. The hand of the pandit author
is made still clearer in the detailed description of the-
art of picture-drawing. It cannot be believed that the:
Dravidian Sudra artist had in his mind the rules laid.
down in this work for his guidance. This art seems to-
have been hereditary and handed down from generation
to generation from remote past and pedantically sys-
tematised here for nobody’s good. Coming to the last
two Prakaranas dealing with amusements and recrea-
tions, there appears no peculiarly Aryan or Brahmanic
element in them. Cock fight, music, dancing, snake
charm, sea saw and other amusements appear to be
rather Dravidian in origin than Aryan. For at the
close of the Vedic Gavam Ayana sacrifice Dasis or
Sudra women are invited to dance to the pleasure of the
priestly audience, showing thereby that dancing was
highly cultivated amoug the Dravidians. This is
corroborated by the following Smriti verse quoted
in the Taptamudranishedha Vichara, p. 22¢ (M.S.
No. 3303):—

TR T FHAAGH q0T |
THRE T 7 G WFTH |

“Bearing the brand marks of a conch shell, disc:
and the like a.nd dancing and singing are the dutles of

the Sudra caste, and not at all of the twice-born.”

The king’s levy described in the third Prakarana
is of special interest ~ As the work belongs to a period
subsequent to the Vedic and Epic epochs and anterior
to the Mohamadan period, and as no Durbar of this.
form is noticed in the Arthasastra of Kautilya or in.
any other work, it may be taken to be of Dravidian
type. The appearance of harem ladies witiiout veil in
the open durbar hall is a Dravidim custom quite oppo-
site to the Aryan custom ° Asuryampasya rajadarah ”
“Kings’ wives do not see the sun”’; the word * Asur-
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yampasya’ is referred to in Panini (IIT2,36). The
following is a brief purport of the form of durbar-
holding:_.

“The pleasure of popular durbar will be describ-
ed next. Having seated himself on the throne in the
«durbar hall and being fanned with fly whisks, the king
should send his gate-keeper to invite people to the dur-
bar. First to enter the durbar hall are the ladies of
the harem: being carried thither in litters enveloped
with cotton fabrics, attended with whisk-bearers, their
way being cleared away of people by cane-bearers
uitering ‘ get out of the way and get out of the way.’
They should do so beautifully dressed and putting on
all their ornaments and flower garlands and scents,
there being ladies of Dravidian, Lata, Maharastra,
Andhra, Gurjara, Kamboja and other nationalities.
Having entered the hall, they should take their seats on
the sides and in the rear of the throne. In front of the
king the princes beaming with modesty should take
their seats, according to their different ranks.

The priest dressed in a white garment and with
«ear-rings should sit close to the princes. The amatyas,
mantrins, and sachivas with suitable dress and orna-
ments should take their seats allotted to them by the
king. On the right and left sides in front of the king,
lords of countries (mandala), and heroes and feuda-
tories headed by the leading hero should occupy their
seats, as ordered by the king. Then come officers in
«charge of districts (desa) and of villages, Dharmadhi-
karis, officers in charge of things (artha), of desire
(kama), of treasury, of garlands, of market rate, of
weights and measures, of passports, of messengers, of
islands, of loads, of criminal tribes (dushta), of sacred
places, of money, of roads, of gates, of gate-keepers, of
wrestlers, of body-guards, of infantry, of gods, of mis-
cellaneous departments, of elephants, of horses, of
chariots, of prasa-weapons, of arms, of bows and
arrows, of chase, of sight-seeing, of open countries, of
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cooks, of water, of eatables, of lights, of oils, of scents;
of garlands, of forests, of sastras, of cattle, of dairy
produce, of baths, of slaves, of parrots, ‘of works, of
beds, of the harem, of the princes, of education, of
musical instruments, of music pieces or songs, of danc-
ing, of pictures, of prostitutes, of mines, of tolls, of
grains, of liquor, of buildings, of stomes and of the
Sudras.

These should all be dressed in cotton coats with
long arms and with auspicious head-dresses, and golden
ornaments and occupy their respective seats, with their
heads bent in loyal devotion, and with open hands held
together and looking at the king’s face. Loyal servants
holding the vases of betel leaves and nuts, or holding
drawn swords, should stand hy the side of the king
with rapt attention and with full control over their
Senses. ‘

. Poels, singers, debaters, orators, readers, story-
tellers, flatterers, sycophants- (Magadha and Vandi),
music composers, musicians, heralds, players on the
vina, drummers, dancers, actors, vaitalikas, humourists,
conversationists, wrestlers (ankamallas), soldiers, and
others dressed to the occasion and with suitable orna-
ments and head-dresses and noted for their bravery,
generosily, and penance and capable of pleasing the
king, and often giving expression to ‘ Victory to the
Lord’ should attend upon the king ready to serve him
in their respective capacities. Others that are admitted
into the hall for the service of the king should be atten-
tive to the king.

The gate-keeper should under the orders of the
king let in such kings of other countries as are come
seeking the king’s protection; and they should pros-
trate before him. The king in his turn should tell
them to get up and take their seats readily with due
respect offered according to their ranks. When they
are seated, the king should please them not merely with
his looks and suitable words, but with suitable presenta-
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tions such as beautiful cloth pieces, coats, gold
ornaments, jewels inlaid with gems, horses, elephants,
villages, towns or countries, and lodge them in quar-
ters befitting their position. He should also please
some with his sweet looks, some with sweet words, a
few with costly presentations, and others with honours.
(mana).

He should consider princes, mantris, amatyas,
sachivas, lords of mandalas, bhatas, and expert
courtiers, to be deserving of special favours and regards
and discharge them with suitable greetings. He should
please youths with endearing glance, the affectionate
with affable looks, the accomplished with humourous.
words and the favourite ones with cardial words.
Thus having pleased all and sent them off to their
houses, the king should leave the hall for his pleasure
house.”

"~ Nor are the customs observed during marriage
described in connection with pleasures of parentage
in the same Prakarana Vedic in form. They seem to
be a local variety of Dravidian form of wedding with
Vedic customs superadded -

“In the marriage pavilion, there are to be made
two heaps of rice grains with a curtain drawn north
to south between them. The bridegroom wearing a
ring has to stand facing the east on one and the bride
facing the west on the other of the heaps, both holding
rice grains mixed with Jiraka seeds in their hands.
Just at the appointed time of marriage, the curtain is
removed and the couple looking at the face of each
other, sprinkle the rice grains over the head of each
other. Then the father of the bride places the bride’s
hand on the palm of the bridegroom and pouring
water over it hands over the bride to the bridegroom.
Then five pieces of cotton thread are taken and wound
round the person of the bride and bridegroom stand-
ing together. The couple shake their bodies so-as to
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make the threads fall around their feet on carth.
The same threads are taken, and coloured with wet
saffron powder and made into two amulet threads
which are tied round the wrists of the left hand of the
‘bride and the right hand of the bridegroom. A
Brahman priest will meanwhile perform oblations into
the fire. Then bolding the little finger of the right
hand of the bridegroom, the bride will go thrice round
the fire and touch with her feet seven heaps of rice
grains, each group consisting of five small groups
symmelrically arranged, and returning to the seat sit
on it to the ieft of the bridegroom. Now the couple
are presented with garments, gems, golden jewels,
ornaments, elephants, horses, cows, buffaloes, maid
servants and slaves and lands. Brahmans as well as
others also receive presentations of garments and
gold ornaments according to their merits, all the
while bands of music, drummers, and singers playing
.on their musical instruments or singing sweet songs
and heralds singing the songs of heraldry. At the
same time all are entertained with dinner and with
betel leaves and nuts. Women are served with vari-
wous kinds of liquor and cows are sumptuously fed.
‘Similar eniertainments are given on all the four days
of“the marriage. At night on the fourth day having
mounted the state elephant decked with its ornaments,
the bridegroom followed by the bride mounted on
a female elephant equally decked with ornaments,
is taken in procession through the main street of the
city, glowing with illumination.””

Fruit and dower culture treated of in the fourth
Prakarana is equally interesting. Though agriculture
and tree plantations for fruits and flosers ure men-
tioned by Kautilya in his Arthasastra, there is no
reason to presume that it is entirely Aryan in its
-origin.

As some of the features of the art are very



Xvil

interesting, a briel translation of the portion is given
below :——

Treatment of Seeds.__Rips fruits without any
blemish are selected and dried in the sun. Having
coated them with cowdung each day for live days, one
has to perfume and fumigate them with the smoke
caused by the burning of Vidanga (Erycibe Panicu-
lata) and clarified butter. The seeds of all sorts of
trees are thus treated before they are sown.

Another way of treatment consists in soaking the
seeds for ten nights in cow’s milk; and when they are
dried in shade and mixed with the ashes of Vyaghri
(Solanum Jacquini) and with the ashes of barley
corns and wheat, they are given a coating of cowdung
This is a special treatment of the seeds of milky trees.

The form of soil fit for fruit and fower tress is
what contains sweet water and is free from pebbles.
It must be greasy and unexposed to frost. A luxurious
growth of Tila (Sesamum Indicum), Masha (Phraseo-
lus Radiatus) and Mudga (Phraseolus Mungo) is a
sure indication that soil is fit for fruit cultivation.

Trees or fruit trees are to be planted such that the
space between any two trees measures 16, 11, 8 or 14
hastas (feet nearly) according as the trees are of a
great, medium, or small size. The pit of the trees has
to measure four feet deep and square,

The treatment of pits consists in filling them with
plenty of bones and cowdung or any other dung and
burning the same. Then the ashes have to be removed
and the pit has tc be filled up with a layer,of sand at
the bottom and over it a layer of the flesh and serum
of goats with water should be made. If seeds are now
sown in 'such pits, they will produce very good trees.
Instead of seeds, young trees with roots may be
brought and planted therein.

The trees that are first to be planted in parks are
Asoka (Jonesia Asoka Roxb nimba), Nimba (nimb
tree), Punnaga (Rottleria Tinctoria), Vakula (Memu-

" b
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sops Elengi), Nagakesara, (Mesua Roxburghu), Sirisha
(Acacia Sirisa), and Tilaka. These trees are conducive
to health and happiness and auspicious. Trees such
as Palasa, Kanchanara, Chincha, and Sleshmataka
should never be planted. :

Watering of Trees.—In snowy and dewy seasons,
trees are watered on alternate days. In the spring and
summer, they are always watered in the morning. In the
rainy and the autumn, they are watered only when the
pits are found dry. When the water poured into the
pit is not soon absorbed, it is an indication of indiges-
tion and in such a case no water should be poured.
Under such circumstances, the pit is to be dug up and
the standing water should be caused to evaporate.
When the earth appears dry, they should be watered
again. .

Care should be taken to protect the trees from
snow, heat, smoke, fire, insects and birds. Weeds and
creepers growing about the pits should be uprooted and
thrown away.

The soil of the pit of a tree struck with lightning
may be brought and put into the pits of the park trees
with a view to avoid the trouble of snow fall.

Cooked white rice mixed with curds and rock salt
is also thrown into the pits with a view to. attract hail-
storm. _ ‘

. Perfuming the trees with the smoke caused by
burning nisa (Turmeric Curcuma), Vidanga (Erycibe
Paniculata), Siddhartha (white mustards), the fowers
of Arjuna plant, mixed with fish and the flesh of rohita
(a kind of deer) is not only conducive to the abund-
ance of flowers and fruits but destructive of all worms
and insects and also of diseases.

The perfume caused by the burning of Vidanga
{Erycibe Paniculata), Hingu (asafztida), Sindhura
(red lead or Grisiea Tomeatosa?), Maricha (pepper),
Ativisha (?), Vacha (baje in Kanarese, a kind of aro-
matic root), Bhallataka (Seme Carpus Anacarduim),
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and buffaloe-horn mixed in equal quantities will destroy
all kinds of insects and worms.

Watering._For a year after the seeds are sown,
trees are to bz watered with a kumbha of water; then
the kumbhas should be as many as the years up to
twenty years. Thus trees watered according to the
requirements of seasons also will produce fruits a.nd
flowers always.

Perfume caused by the burning of fish, clarified
butter, white mustard and plantain leaves will be con-
ducive to the abundance of fruits.

Trees watered with the decoction of Ankola (Alan-
gium Hexpetalum) mixed with clarified butter and-
honey and with the fat of Kira (parrot) and Kuranga,
(a kind of deer) will produce abundance of fruits in all
seasons. ‘

" Milky trees watered with milk mixed with Vidanga
(Erycibe Paniculata), honey and clarified butter and-
perfumed with the smoke caused by the burning of nata
(Tabernzmontana) and Kushtha (Costus specious)
w1ll always produce fruits.

“Creeping plants {?) watered with the decoction of
Kushtha (Alangium Hexapetalum) mixed with the

milk and fat of cows and Agara (Agallochum ?) W111
always bear fruits.

Trees scratched with Vrischika (a thorny shrub ’
Vangueria Spinosa) or with thorns, perfumed with the
clarified butter of a cow and water with the grease of
Kira (parrot) and Mushaka (mice) will always bear
fruits.

Vine plants manured with the dung of cocks and
the serum of horse flesh will bear abundant- sweet
fruits.

Pomegranates manured with the grease and flesh-
of a deer, elephant, cat, Krodha (kroda, ? wild boar)
and Chapa (?) will bear abundant sweet fruits.

.~ Oranges manured with-any flesh (palala) mixed:
with cow’s milk and jaggery will bear plenty of f;uits.
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Mango trees watered with the decoction of ankola
(Alangium Iexapetalum) mixed with honey and the
fat of a wild boar will always bear fruits.

Jaka trees besmeared with the paste made of mud
mire, clay and lotus plants all mixed together, will bear
fruits without pumber.

Kapiththa and Sridruma trees will have abundant
fruits if they are manured with honey, clarified butter,
jaggery and milk mixed together.

The Amalaka tree (Emblic Myrobalam) will pro-
duce abundant sweet fruits, if before the appearance
of flower it is scratched by Kumara (?) and if the
scratched surface is hesmeared with the paste made of
the powder of Japa (China rose), tila, (sesamum), and
equal quantity of honey and clarified butter, the mix-
ture having the appearance of mire.

The plantam trees scratched with Vahni (the
thorn of Grislea Tomentosa), at the place from which
its fruits are to come out will bear innumerable fruits
if the scratched place is besmeared with the paste
made of the dung of a boar and a horse (?).

The cocoanut tree will bear sweet big fruits when
it is besmeared with the paste made of Vidanga (Ery-
cibe Paniculata), Masha (Phraseolus Radiatus) Mad-
huka (Liquorice root), Surabhi and Jati (?) mixed
with madira (liquor) and salt.

The Jujube tree will bear fruit at once when its
roots are besmeared with the paste made of the powders
in equal quantities of sesamum and liquorice-stick
mixed with honey and water.

The plantain tree will bear big {fruits when its
root is scratched with a gold needle heated in the fire
caused by burmng the powder of (7). The plantain
tree even in a miry soil will bear fruits as big and long
as an elephant’s trunk when the paste made of the
powder of an ivory piece and elephant’s tooth is thrown
at its root and the whole is well covered with fresh soil.

. The Bijapura tree will produce big fruits when itis
manured with oil-cake, liquor (?), fish (7), and watered.
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The tamarind tree will produce sweet fruits when
it is watered with the decoction made of Jambudala
(the Jeaves of rose apple), Usira (Andropogon Muri-
catus) and Musta (Eyperus Rotundus) or with the
decoction made of milk and flesh and serum of a deer,
parrot, antelope, jackal and water (7).

The Asoka tree will bear tender leaves soon after
it is kicked by a maiden with her leg bearing nupura
(a bracelet).

‘The Tilaka tree will bear flowers when it is beaten
with a cane. A

The Syama creeper will have flowers when it is
formally married to a tree close by.

The Mallika creeper will bear flowers when it is
burnt with the fire caused by burning chaff (palala).

The Japa plant will bear white flowers when its
roots are watered with milk.

The Karnikara, Japa, Asoka, Bana, Amrataka
plants will have white flowers when they are similarly
treated. '

Plants producing flowers having no smell will bear
fragrant flowers when they are manured with the soil
taken from the pits of plants bearing fragrant flowers
and are watered with water mixed with the powder of
Gandhapatra (Sandal tree leaves), Musta (Cyperus
Rotundus ), Tagara (Tabern®montana Coronaria) and
Usira (Andropogon Muricatus).

Plants (which?) besmeared with honey and clari-
fied butter, when young and wound round with a thread,
will grow single and produce red bunches of flowers.

Creepers besmeared with honey will produce red
flowers, and when besmzared with clarified butter will
produce white flowers. .

The Kumuda and Ambhoja varieties of the lotus
plant will bear two flowers on one twig when they are
besmeared with honey and clarified butter and manured
with the powder of kaleya and mire,
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The Champaka tree will bear fowers.when it is
watered with milk.

The Madhuka (Bassia Latifolia) will bear flowers
when it is watered with water mixed with the powder
of Yashti (Liquorice stick) Kuluttha (horse gram) and
hone

%eeds kept in the oil of Nrisamsa (?) and Ankola
for seven days and sown in a soil wetted with thunder-
stone will sprout at once.

The Pomegranate seed wetted 21 times with the
blood of Kukura (a kind of fish?) will at once sprout
and bear fruit.

Any seed well wetted with milk mixed with the
flesh and serum of matsya (fish) and kroda (boar)
will quickly sprout and produce fruits.

A single seed of a.tamarind tree kept for seven day>
in milk mixed with the serum of fish and boar and
with sesamum oil (taila) and besmeared with the ashes
of brikati and tilakanda will, when sown, sprout at
once and bear fruits.

The fruit will be very big when it (?) is wetted
with water mixed with human flesh and serum and with
the powder of ivory.

. The plantain tree will bear a pomegranate fruit
when it is watered with the flesh and serum of Kola
(a boar) and decoction of Ankola.

A small ball made of the flower of Yashtimadhuka
(Bassia Latifolia), the white variety of Kushtha (Cos-
tus specious) and honey will, if entered into the root
of a tree, cause it to bear fruits without failure.

When the root of a mango tree is manured with
the decoction of Ankola, the flesh of a dog and the
milk of a goat mixed with oil cake, the tree will take
the form of vine and will bear fruits always.

When the branch of a fruit bearing tree is wound
round with cloth in seven rounds and at the joint of
the trunk and the branch, it is also well covered with
the skins of a deer and an elephant, then the tree will
have its fruits evergreen.
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When at the joint of the trunk and the branch a
tree is well covered with the skin of a goat, it will have
its fruits evergreen.

When the seed of Vartaka "(Egg piant, Solanum
Melongena) mixed with honey and clarified butter is
kept inside Kushmanda (a pumpkin gourd) for some-
time (?) and then sown, it will have the leaves of the
pumpkin gourd bearing, however, Vartaka fruits.

Considering the encyclopzdiac nature of the work
there is reason to believe that in compiling the work
the author had to depend upon experts for informa-
tion on those subjects with which their very nature
precludes him from being familiar. Whoever might
be the author, whether Somadeva III of the Chalukyas
as stated in the work, or a Pandit in his service, this
much is certain that the information furnished in soine
detail on such subjects as drawing, painting, icono-
graphy, cooking, gardening, cock-fighting and the
like had been obtained froin specialists in those pro-
fessions and expressed in Sanskrit verses in the work.
The specialists that supplied the information could
possibly be no other than the Dravidians inasmuch
as the Dvijas or the three castes of the Aryans had at
the time of the composition of the work long given up
the use of fish and flesh, without which the arts of
cooking, gardening and cock-fighting, as described in
the work, could not be practised. So far as drawing
and painting are concerned, it may be presumed with-
out contradiction that the rules of measurement and
plumbline specified in detail in the body of the book
came long after the arts had been brought to perfection
by the hereditary Sudra artists with the skilful use of
their eyes and hands, not to speak of their intuitive
artistic faculty. It cannot at all be believed that the
Sudra or Dravidian artists and artisans had these and
other rules in their mind when they used their pen,
brush or chisel in drawing, painting or sculpture. It
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follows therefore that the architectural caves in the
Bombay Presidency and the dominions of Hyderabad
and the architectural temples in the south and especi-
ally in Mysore are th¢ monuments of Dravidian genius.
To the credit of the Aryans it may be said that they
cherished and fostered these and other Dravidian arts
and assimilated them to such an extent that it is found
difficult to distinguish between what is Dravidian and
what Aryan among the products of Indian civilization.

The date of the work seems to be about Saka
1051-1052, since the author mentions Friday, the first
lunar day of the light half of Chaitra with the constel-
lation Uttarabhadrapada of the Saka year 1051 as as-
tronomical constants for the scheme of the calendar
propounded in the work.

The edition is based upon two manuscripts, both
full of errors. One is a copy of a manuscript consist-
ing of only the first two Prakaranas contained in the
Tanjore Palace Library and the other complete, bor-
rowed from the Dekhan College Library, Poona, now
transferred to the Manuscripts Library of the Bhan-
dharkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona. As both
the originals are far from correct, the edition could
not be made better than what it is.

How far has the reading of the manuscript be-
come corrupt due to the ignorance of successive scribes
will be clear from the following Kannada passage, as
written in the manuscript and from its probable
correct version :—

“ Kaustubha ruchiyantim nrikaradolukeh nugila
pone raya Vidyuch chhaviyaviyan nire
palarnjipa suragusu pari Vrinda hema
gige Vishnurvadida charami.”

“ Kaustubharuchiyum tannayurasthaladolkara
mudulke mugilolnere Vidyuchchhaviyan-
tire ranjipanachchyuta nemagige Vishnu
bedida Varamam.”
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This Kannada passage together with the three more
equally corrupt Kannada passages are given as exam-
ples of songs in Kannada language in the chapter on
music. The importance of the work for the study of
Dravidian culture is so great that in spite of the hope-
lessly corrupt condition of the manuscripts, it is
thought desirable to publish it as it is and leave the
rest to the reader.

R. SHAMA SASTRY.
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